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Welcome to Washington, DC! Your voice matters in the halls of the Capitol, and this is your opportunity to tell 

your story about the importance of agriculture and international development and the impact that policies 

made in Washington, DC can have on your organization. 

Please keep in mind during your time here that COVID policies will vary in each office. If a staffer asks you to 

wear a mask, please cooperate. COVID has affected many people both personally and professionally, so we 

want to be mindful and considerate of others. 

In addition, the Capitol recently reopened to the public. Please be mindful and comply with all requests from 

Capitol Police Officers during our visit. Please be patient and gracious in navigating these differences, always 

remembering that you are here to represent your organization and NCBA CLUSA more broadly. 

KEY MESSAGES TO COMMUNICATE 

• Thank you - First, for taking the time to meet during a hectic time in DC. Second, for the Members who

have been supporters of cooperatives, a hearty thank you is always appropriate .

• Who you are - Introduce yourself and give an overview of where you are from, your affiliations, and your

volunteer experience and impact. Be sure to make a connection if there is one and definitely note if you

are a constituent!

• Deliver key messages - Make sure to be prepared by reviewing the information provided to you in

advance. Be cognizant of the person and office you are meeting with, and include personal stories about

each key message if possible. What is the lasting impact of your cooperative and experience? Why is it

important to support cooperatives?

• Allow for follow up - Let them know that you will continue to be in and that you are available to be a

resource .

• There is value in your advocacy - These meetings can lead to long lasting relationships with

congressional offices that can be helpful down the road.




